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Members Only – MESIA Elections

In collaboration with MESIA’s 
regulating authority, the 
CDA (Community Development 
Authority), the MESIA Board 
is holding elections to fill the 
5 vacant Board Positions. All 
paid-up members are invited to 
express their interest. Deadline 
to submit your application is 
May 7th. For more information, 
please contact micheline@
mesia.com
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Meet The Candidates For Each Position

Alexandre Allegue
Director - Business Development, 
Investments
ACWA POWER

Karel Dewinter
General Manager
ALSA SOLAR SYSTEMS

VICE-PRESIDENT

Martine Kubler Mamlouk
High Level Advisor - Prospective 
and Stakeholders Management
ENGIE

Joseph Abi Nader 
Solar Energy Business Development 
Manager and Key Account Manager 
TÜV Rheinland

GENERAL SECRETARY

MARKETING & COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR

Clint Dempsey
Partner
EVERSHEDS SUTHERLAND

Gurmeet Kaur
Partner
PINSENT MASONS

LEGAL DIRECTOR

Laura Capelin
Senior Counsel, Renewable Energy
BRACEWELL LLP

Carina Onzer
Senior Associate
DENTONS

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Vikas Bansal
Head - International Business 
Development, Solar
STERLING & WILSON

Omar Sadder
Regional Development Manager
YELLOW DOOR ENERGY

Manish Singhal
Head – International Business Unit
MAHINDRA SUSTEN

http://linkedin.com/in/joseph-abi-nader
https://www.linkedin.com/in/allegue/
http://linkedin.com/in/martine-kubler-mamlouk-98884496
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the MENAT region today boasts a nascent solar 
energy industry. While the regulatory landscapes 
in these countries present different obstacles and 
opportunities to those in Europe and elsewhere in the 
West, there is considerable scope for development 
and demand is expected to soar. 

Download the presentation here.

On May 14, MESIA has been represented by its 
President Ahmed Nada and took part in a very 
insightful panel discussion:

From Fossil Fuels to Photovoltaics - Solar Power in 
the MENAT Market

Though traditionally characterized by fossil fuels, 

MESIA at InterSolar Munich

MESIA Is Thrilled To Take An Active Part In “CSP Today MENA Focus”

Join us to learn more about the latest development 
of CSP technology in the MENA region.

Held during June 26-27 in Dubai, the 4th Annual 
CSP Focus MENA 2019 will welcome over 200 CSP 

and solar thermal thought leaders from MENA and 
abroad.

Read more.

Iftar for Solar Professionals

one of the most spectacular venue in Dubai, Habtoor 
Palace. See pictures here.

MESIA and Jinkosolar have been very happy to invite 
members and friends for an enjoyable Iftar held in 

http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/AN-Egypt-Energy-Hub-Intersolar-PDF.pdf
http://mena.cspfocus.cn/en/speaker/
http://www.mesia.com/media/photo-gallery/nggallery/esia-album/Iftar-2019


MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWSMIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS

6 7

solar installation, has been partly funded by the 
World Bank, which invested $653 million through 
the International Finance Corporation. 

Read more.

Egypt expects the 1.6 gigawatt solar park it is 
building in the south of the country to be operating 
at full capacity in 2019, the investment ministry said 
in a statement on Sunday. 

The $2 billion project, set to be the world’s largest 

Egypt: Expects Giant Solar Park To Be Fully Operational In 2019

5 May

The project, which was awarded 
to the ETAP-Eni consortium 
following a public tender issued 
by the Tunisian authorities in 
accordance with the country’s 
licensing regulations, will supply 
electricity to the State-owned 
company Société Tunisienne de 
l’Electricité et du Gaz (STEG). 
The project will be carried out 
by a new joint venture between 
Eni and ETAP which focuses 
exclusively on the production of 
energy from renewables.

Read more.

Tunisia: Eni & ETAP Partner To Develop Renewable Energy Projects

4 May

The project, developed under an EPC 
contract by TSK, a business group 
for the development of engineering 
and supply of energy facilities, has 
single-axis tracking technology 
to optimize its performance and 
more than 200,000 poly-crystalline 
photovoltaic panels.»Al Safawi« is 
FRV´s third photovoltaic power plant 
developed and owned in the country 
after »Mafraq I« and »Mafraq II«

Read more.

Jordan: FRV´s Jordanian ‘Al Safawi’ Solar Plant Starts Commercial 
Operations

2 May

Sudan: Scatec Will Power Humanitarian Hub With 700 Kw Pv System

1 May

Thanks to a new private sector collaboration linking 
Scandinavia to Sub-Saharan Africa, a Norwegian 
company will be helping the International 
Organization for Migration harness solar energy 
to power a significant part of its ongoing joint 

humanitarian operations in Malakal, South Sudan, by 
early next year.

Read more. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-energy/egypt-expects-giant-solar-park-to-be-fully-operational-in-2019-idUSKCN1SB0ER
https://www.eni.com/en_IT/media/2019/05/eni-and-etap-partner-to-develop-renewable-energy-projects-in-tunisia
https://www.pv-tech.org/news/frv-and-tsk-complete-66.7mw-solar-project-in-jordan
https://www.iom.int/news/solar-energy-power-humanitarian-hub-malakal-2020
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As the only commercial and professional gathering in Middle 
East & North Africa region for CSP and solar thermal domain, 
CSP Focus MENA 2019 provides the most powerful and 
effective platform for all industry players.
 
Register here.

CSP Focus MENA 2019
26-27 June 2019
Sofitel Dubai Downtown, UAE

The 2nd North Africa Renewable Energy Summit will pave 
a knowledge-sharing platform for you to network with 
Developers, EPCs, Financers, Suppliers, etc. Focusing on 
Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria, 

Register here.

2nd North Africa Renewable Energy Summit
24-25 June 2019
Casablanca, Morocco

Join  Clean Horizon & ATA Insights in this expedited forecast 
of the global battery storage market in 2019. Clean Horizon 
will delve into the big players in 2019 and the opportunities 
they represent, including South Africa, France, South Korea & 
USA. Attend to gain quickly a balanced understanding of the 
battery marketplace this year.

Register here.

Webinar: 30 Mins Debrief: Global Battery Storage Forecasts 2019
4June 2019

Oman: ACWA Power signed contract to build 500 MW PV project

7 May

Morocco: Masdar, EDF To Build 800Mw Solar Power Plant 

25 May

A consortium composed of 
ACWA Power, Gulf Investment 
Corporation (GIC), and Alternative 
Energy Projects Co. (AEPCo) has 
executed the project agreements 
for the development of Ibri-2 
Independent Power Producer 
(IPP) with the Oman Power and 
Water Procurement Company 
(“OPWP”). 

Read more.

On Tuesday 26th February, the 
inauguration ceremony was held 
for the commissioning of the 
246 kWp solar installation on the 
roof of Kamal Osman Jamjoom 
Co. L.L.C., situated in Dubai 
Investment Park (DIP). The entire 
rooftop installation was managed 
by Sara Oda, a project manager 
for Enerwhere, the leading DEWA 
certified solar PV contractor based 
in Dubai.

Read more.

The projects across the five 
provinces of Babel, Wasit, Karbala, 
Al-Muthanna and Diwaniyah are 
expected to be completed by the 
end of 2020 . The Ministry will 
also provide logistical, technical 
and legal services for other sites 
in southern and western Iraq, 
according to a Ministry statement. 

Read more.

Iraq: Launches First Round Of Tender For 755MW Of Solar

6 May

In this webinar, Dr. Mathiak will explain how and when PID is 
likely to occur. He will analyze how to avoid or mitigate PID 
and will also talk about PID test standards, PID detection in the 
field and PID regeneration. 

Register here.

Webinar: Potential Induced Degradation (PID): Field Detection, 
Laboratory Tests and Regeneration
18 June 2019 / 10 am to 11 am (CEST) / 12 pm to 1 pm (GST)

Dr. Gerhard Mathiak 
Engineer specialised in Innovative module 
technologies and on reliability of PV modules.

http://www.mesia.com/event/csp-focus-mena-2019/
http://www.mesia.com/event/2nd-north-africa-renewable-energy-summit/
http://www.mesia.com/event/30-mins-debrief-global-battery-storage-forecasts-2019/
https://www.acwapower.com/news/acwa-power-gulf-investment-corporation-and-alternative-energy-projects-sign-omans-largest-utility-scale-solar-pv-independent-power-project/
http://tradearabia.com/news/OGN_354953.html
https://www.utilities-me.com/news/12655-iraq-launches-first-round-of-tender-for-755mw-of-solar?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=utilities-me_newsletters&utm_email=news%40photon.info
https://go.tuv.com/pid-webinar?wt_mc=Mailing.Email.no-interface.DE19_P06_PVT05.textlink.emailinvitationwebinarpid&cpid=DE19_P06_PVT05_EM
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MIDDLE EAST SOLAR NEWS SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

The Africa Energy Forum (aef) is the global 
investment meeting for Africa’s power, energy, 
infrastructure and industrial sectors. What we deliver 
is simple: Energy. In One Place.

The Forum’s 20th anniversary took place in Mauritius 
from 19-22 June, welcoming over 1600 delegates 
for four days of panel discussions and networking 
functions focused on Africa’s Energy Sector. The 
event took place in 26 purpose-built structures 
erected between the Paradis and Dinarobin 
Beachcomber hotels in Le Morne, Mauritius.

Register here. 

Africa Energy Forum 2019
11 - 14 June 2019
Lisbon, Portugal

AN EYE ON AFRICA

SHARE YOUR SUCCESS

Solar inverters from ABB will be 
installed as part of the initiative to bring 
solar power to UAE national’s homes. 
5,000 houses across the emirate of 
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates will 
benefit from clean energy harnessed 
with ABB’s solar inverter technology. 
 
Read more.

ABB (MESIA member) To Help Deliver Clean Energy In Dubai
 

The 17-megawatt build-own-operate-
transfer (BOOT) wheeling agreement 
will provide Carrefour stores located in 
Amman, Zarqa, Madaba and Al-Salt with 
29 gigawatt-hours of clean energy in the 
first year of operation, meeting 100% of 
the retailer’s electricity needs in those 
areas.

Read more.

Majid Al Futtaim Signs With Yellow Door Energy (MESIA Member) To 
Supply Solar Power To Carrefour Stores In Jordan

Enerray’s business development 
and sales director, Antonio Capua 
discusses the current O&M and EPC 
situation in Italy. Overall, he says there 
are opportunities to be grasped by 
those companies that have a proven 
quality and reliability track record.

Read more.

Enerray (MESIA Member): There Are Opportunities In Italy For 
Companies With Proven Quality And Reliability

JinkoSolar’s first bifacial panel 
with a transparent backsheet, 
Swan,  has been officially 
launched at Intersolar EU, which 
is likely to be one of the most 
powerful panels available in the 
market. 
The competition to deliver 430 
watt on Cheetah 158”mono 
wafer is shaping up to be a fierce 
one. It won’t be long before all 
of the major markets will start 
a shift towards premium mono 
solution.

Read more.

JinkoSolar (MESIA Member) To Officially Launch Swan Bifacial Panel 
Based On Premium Mono Technology

http://www.mesia.com/event/africa-energy-forum-2019/
https://new.abb.com/news/detail/23973/abb-to-help-deliver-clean-energy-in-dubai
http://www.mesia.com/2019/05/19/majid-al-futtaim-signs-with-yellow-door-energy-to-supply-solar-power-to-carrefour-stores-in-jordan/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/05/08/enerray-there-are-opportunities-in-italy-for-companies-with-proven-quality-and-reliability/
http://www.mesia.com/2019/05/09/jinkosolar-to-officially-launch-swan-bifacial-panel-based-on-premium-mono-technology/


Tim Armsby
Partner
Pinsent Masons
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WHO’S WHO MESIA MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTERS

Click here

Click here

What is your role at Pinsent Masons and how 
would you describe your job?
I am a partner with the international law firm 
Pinsent Masons focussing on transactions in 
the energy and infrastructure sectors.  I joined 
the firm last year to lead their Finance and 
Projects practice in the Middle East.   My role 
covers a wide range of clients, practice areas 
and jurisdictions so a large part of my time 
is spent meeting with clients and colleagues 
across our 25 offices as well as delivering work. 

How did you start your journey in the solar 
industry? 
In the Middle East - I have been working on 
transactions in the MENA region for nearly 
20 years and have spent a significant portion 
of that living in Muscat, Cairo, Abu Dhabi and 
now Dubai.  It has been fasci-nating to see the 
rapid uptake of solar in the Middle East over 
the last 5 years.  I have been able to ride the 
renewables wave that was initially created by 
the announcement of the 54GW KACARE 
program (which did not proceed) and had 
the opportunity to work on the first round of 
projects in Jordan, Egypt, UAE and Saudi.  The 
Middle East may have been late to the game, 
but the speed of uptake and scale has been 
staggering.

What is your most memorable moment in 
Solar? 
Well, I have to mention the award we received 
from MESIA earlier this year (Legal Advisor of 
the Year for our role on Phase IV of the Sheikh 
Mohammed Solar Park), but there is an ancient 
proverb in Egypt that says once you drink from 
the Nile you are destined to return to the Nile.  
Having spent more than seven years living in 
Egypt it was a particularly memorable moment 
to be involved in the development of its 4.3GW 
Feed-In-Tariff program.  Egypt has some of the 
best solar and wind resource in the world, but 
had struggled to deliver capacity.  In addition 
to working with a number of developers I was 
able to play an informal role alongside the 
IFC and EBRD to assist the government in 
responding to private sector com-ments and 
developing bankable documentation.  It was a 
challenging period, but it was great to see so 
many projects get to financial close in the end.

Marcelle Combrink will be 
representing Jubaili Bros Solar 
at the SNEC Expo in Shanghai, 
China next week, please visit 
the Huawei booth to meet or 
email at denisa.f@jubailibros.
com to schedule a meeting.

Click here

12

TUV Rheinland invites you to 
meet their experts at  SNEC 
2019 International Photovoltaic 
Power Generation and 
Smart Energy Exhibition & 
Conference  on June 4-6, 2019, 
Shanghai

Click here

http://www.mailing.fronius.com/sys/w.aspx?sub=AwnH_4sE3SE&tid=0-1DjOhr-zc8h8&mid=f3a72248
https://publ.campaign-view.com/ua/viewinbrowser?od=2d5a885a69b60a9727aa8a259e2e6d3451185630859ca1fd0&rd=142c6bfaca277229&sd=142c6bfaca276503&n=11699e4bf79097f&mrd=142c6bfaca2764e5&m=1
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6539361141662019585
https://gcn.tuv.com/SNEC2019


CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the relevant board 
member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman         Abdul Aziz Al Midfa   
President         Ahmed Nada    
Vice-President         James Stewart     
Secretary General         Wim Alen  
Finance, Governance And Government Relations Director Khawla Albloushi   
Marketing Director         Gurmeet Kaur      
Legal Director         Derek Kirton     
International Development Director      Karel De Winter    

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Event Director       Micheline Thienpont  
Membership Manager      Karine Metivier    

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com
james@mesia.com 

wim@mesia.com 
khawla@mesia.com

gurmeet@mesia.com  
derek@mesia.com  
karel@mesia.com  

micheline@mesia.com
karine@mesia.com

mesia.com  
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NEW CORPORATE MEMBERS

HIS SOLAR 
his-solar.com

HIS Solar is a sub-subsidiary of HIS Renewables 
GmbH/HQ locates in Germany which provides 
complete solutions in the business of “wiring solution 
for solar PV business” HIS manufactures durable 
and low-loss solar cables, combiner boxes bearing 
the brand HISbox® that are specially designed for 
systems constituting of industrial components, 

INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS  
ic.gov.sa

The Saudi government, through its long-term 
strategy and other initiatives such as Saudi Vision 
2030, has enacted diversification of the economy and 
increasing the manufacturing share to the GDP. The 
Industrial Clusters (IC) is leading the development 
of five fast-growing, export-oriented industrial 
sectors in Saudi Arabia: Automotive Minerals and 
Metals Processing, Chemicals, Energy & Desalination 
industry “Recently established” and Pharmaceutical 
& Biotech

Harness cables bearing the brand HISkon® and 
intended to be used during installation activities that 
require minimal cable-cut for solar energy systems; 
and it sells connectors&accessories from various 
brand.

The Industrial Clusters (IC) is also responsible for 
providing support in identification and activation 
of key enablers, driving processes and coordinating 
with other government agencies. Furthermore, the IC 
supports and helps potential companies (investors) 
evaluating investment opportunities.

mailto:micheline@mesia.com
mailto:chairman@mesia.com
mailto:ahmed@mesia.com
mailto:james@mesia.com
mailto:wim@mesia.com
mailto:gurmeet@mesia.com
mailto:derek@mesia.com
mailto:karel@mesia.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/middle-east-solar-industry-association-mesia-/
https://twitter.com/MiddleEastSolar
https://www.facebook.com/MESIASOLAR/
http://mesia.com
https://www.his-solar.com
https://www.ic.gov.sa/en
https://www.his-solar.com
https://www.ic.gov.sa/en

