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Islamic Finance New Option For Solar Power: Report
2 July

Islamic finance is considered one of the new options 
for solar financing apart from conventional loans, 
bonds and equity schemes, said professional services 

firm Deloitte in a new report.

Read more.

UAE: Launches World Largest Power Plant

8 July

During the WFES, the UAE Ministry of Energy and 
Industry and MESIA signed an important MoU to 

enhance their collaboration for the benefit of the 
solar community and all MESIA members. 

SNAPSHOT OF THE MONTH

Floating Solar Photovoltaics

- Have an overview of the Floating Solar 
Concept
- Why this concept is on the rise
- What are the perspectives for FPV
- What are the FPV initiatives in the MENA 
region
- What would be the challenges and what 
can be done to overcome them

Download the Snapshot here.

By Dania Musallam
Research and Content Manager

M جمعية الشرق االوسط لصناعات الطاقة الشمسية
Middle East Solar Industry Association 
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SNAPSHOT

FLOATING 
SOLAR 

PHOTOVOLTAICS By Dania Musallam
Research and Content Manager

Through a new procuremente 
exercise, the Oman Power and 
Water Procurement company 
(OPWP) is now seeking developers 
for the Manah Solar I IPP and 
Manah Solar II IPP projects with a 
capacity of 500 MW and 600 MW, 
respectively. Both plants will be 
located at Manah which is around 
150 km southwest of Muscat.

Read more.

Oman: Tenders Another 1.1 GW of PV

16 July

The power plant which was constructed at a cost 
of US $870m, will produce approximately 1.2 
gigawatts of electricity that can cover the demand 
of 90,000 people. Emirate Water and Electricity 
Company(EWEC) which founded the power plant 

announced that the project broke the record for the 
world’s most competitive tariff at 8.888 fils/kWh. 

Read more. 

http://tradearabia.com/news/REAL_356193.html
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/August-Snapshot-2019-Final.pdf
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/07/16/oman-tenders-another-1-1-gw-of-pv/
https://constructionreviewonline.com/2019/07/uae-launches-world-largest-power-plant/
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of development, due online in 2025-26, to secure 
projects.

Read more. 

Kuwait has expanded its 2030 renewables target at 
the Shagaya renewable energy complex to 4 GW but 
CSP developers will have to wait until a third phase 

Kuwait: Eyes Up To 400MW of CSP In Expanded Solar Park

3 July

Dubai Airports says the system will 
produce 7,483,500 kilowatt hours 
of energy per year.  This will help to 
cut carbon emissions by more than 
3,000 metric tonnes annually. 

Read more.

UAE: Dubai International Airport Installs 15,000 Solar Panels

17 July

Morocco: MASEN Launches Noor Midelt II Solar Farm Tender Process

10 July

Tunisia’s Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Renewable Energies has 
kicked-off a third tender for the 
development and construction 
of several solar power plants not 
exceeding 10 MW in size.

Through this third procurement 
exercise, the Tunisian government 
is seeking to build six solar power 
plants with an installed power 
capacity of 10 MW each and ten 1 
MW small solar parks.

Read more.

Tunisia: The Country Launches tender for another 70 MW of solar

14 July

This is the first step in the selection process for the 
private partner which will take charge of the design, 
financing, construction, operation, and maintenance 

of Phase II of the Noor Midelt solar plant in Morocco’s 
central north-west region.

Read more. 

https://analysis.newenergyupdate.com/csp-today/kuwait-eyes-400-mw-csp-expanded-solar-park?utm_campaign=NEP%20CSP%2003JUL19%20Newsletter%202&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=5ec8b5cbfa504d6383733019c8c4b522&elq=7422f4a164b140ab9c980ed25bfbf9ed&elqaid=46000&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=27036
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/17/dubai-international-airport-installs-15000-solar-panels.html
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/07/15/tunisia-launches-tender-for-another-107-mw-of-solar/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/07/277831/masen-noor-midelt-solar-morocco/
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heat from solar panels to distill and purify water. 

Read more. 

A new type of solar power setup developed at King 
Abdullah University of Science and Technology in 
Saudi Arabia could is using  panels leveraging waste 

KSA: New Solar Panels Use Waste Heat to Purify Water

11 July

The programme is expected to save 
$846,000 in electricity expenses 
and 1,647 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions annually. So far around 
500 mosques have been equipped.

Read more.

Jordan: Energy Ministry To Install Solar Panels On 35 Mosques

12 July

Tunisia: Lowest Bid In Tunisia’s 500MW Solar Tender Comes 
In At $0.0244

23 July

The ministry of electricity has 
sought interest for 755 megawatts 
of solar power across various sites, 
which would be the country’s 
first large-scale solar installation. 
Solar power has attractively low 
costs, can be installed quickly, 
does not depend on unreliable 
fuel deliveries, and can be located 
close to communities to bypass 
grid constraints.

Read more.

Iraq: Electricity Can Be Bedrock Of Growth

14 July

All five offers received by the Tunisian government 
were under the three-cent threshold. The lowest bid 
was for a 200 MW solar plant Norwegian developer 

Scatec intends to build in the Tataouine province.

Read more. 

https://www.extremetech.com/extreme/294790-new-solar-panels-use-waste-heat-to-purify-water
https://www.constructionweekonline.com/projects-tenders/256895-jordan-energy-ministry-to-install-solar-panels-on-35-mosques
https://www.thenational.ae/business/energy/electricity-can-be-bedrock-of-growth-for-iraq-1.885946
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/07/23/lowest-bid-in-tunisias-500-mw-solar-tender-comes-in-at-0-0244/
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The humanitarian aid project will 
supply water to thousands of 
residents in the district of Naseeb 
as well as the surrounding areas of 
Shabwa governorate.

The initiative is one of a number of 
recent schemes organised by the 
Emirates Red Crescent.

Read more.

Yemen: UAE Opens Solar-Powered Water Station

13 July

ABB to Exit Solar Inverter Business

9 July

ABB and the Italian company FIMER S.p.A announced 
today that they have signed an agreement for 
FIMER to acquire ABB’s solar inverter business. The 
transaction will enhance the future prospects of the 

solar inverter business and will enable ABB to focus 
its business portfolio on other growth markets.

Read more. 

The Belt And Road Initiative Solar Opportunities For MENA And 
China

Date To Be Confirmed 
Location: Dubai, UAE

China’s US$ 900 billion Belt and Road Initiative 
(‘BRI’) seeks to facilitate trade and cooperation 
across the land (‘belt’) and sea (‘road’) through 60 
countries in Asia, Europe and Africa. The MENA 
region plays a significant role in the success of the 
BRI and there has been a number of cooperation 
arrangements between the MENA governments and 
China to promote investment into the region..

Last April and during the second Arab Forum on 
Reform and Development, China engaged in an 
array of partnerships called “Build the Belt and Road, 
Share Development and Prosperity” with 18 Arab 
countries. China became the largest foreign investor 
in the ME in 2017, driven by BRI with USD 20 billion 
worth of investment and construction projects by 
China firms since 2005 in the MENA region.
 

The MENA region offers a number of investment 
opportunities, namely in energy, infrastructure and 
high technology initiatives. Within this, the renewable 
energy sector and in particular solar has grown 
enormously in the MENA region driven by initiatives 
of countries such as Saudi Arabia with Vision 2030, 
UAE with Dubai Vision 2021 and others.

Join us to explore the huge opportunities both for 
MENA countries and  for Chinese companies in the 
solar industry. This trade mission will be a chance 
to meet relevant stakeholders to explore 2 main 
aspects of these economic links: 1) the rise of new 
technologies benefiting the value chain and 2)  the 
legal, regulatory and financial aspects to deliver the 
initiative in the MENA region.

See the sponsorship opportunities.

https://www.thenational.ae/uae/government/uae-opens-solar-powered-water-station-in-yemen-1.885833
https://www.eqmagpro.com/abb-to-exit-solar-inverter-business-fimer-to-acquire/
http://www.mesia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/xxxSponsorship-Opportunities-for-China-Trade-Mission.pdf
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Following a successful international bid that was won by 
the UAE Ministry of Energy, the Congress in Abu Dhabi 
is envisioned to be the most successful edition since 
the event’s inception in 1924. Held every three years and 
positioned as the flagship event of the World Energy 
Council, the Congress is the longest-running and most 
influential energy event in the world, covering all aspects 
of the energy sector around the world. With over 10,000 
participants expected, the Congress will attract over 250 
star speakers, 50 ministers, 500 CEOs, 500 Media with an 
exhibition space that will cover 40,000 sqm.

Register here.

24th World Energy Congress
9 September 2019
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre

The Gulf Future Industry Forum focuses on products 
and services for Future Industry with leading thought 
discussions, combined with the presentation of solutions 
to face the challenges for industryin the future. Each 
panel session is a standalone knowledge hub. Delegates 
cantake advantage of the debate and thought leading 
presentations of each panel session as suits their interests.

Register here.

Gulf Future Industry Forum
24-26 September 2019
Bahrain Exhibition Center

JinkoSolar, one of the largest and 
most innovative solar module 
manufacturers in the world, 
today announced that the world’s 
largest1 solar plant of 1,177MWp, 
which was jointly developed by the 
Company, Japan’s Marubeni Corp. 
and Emirates Water and Electricity 
Company (EWEC), has recently 
started commercial operations as 
scheduled at Sweihan in Abu Dhabi. 

Read more.

JinkoSolar (MESIA Member) Commissioned The World’s Largest 
Solar Project In Abu Dhabi 

The installation is located on the 
rooftop of RSA-TALKE’s non-
dangerous goods chemical facility in 
Dubai South. This is the fourth solar 
power plant installed by SirajPower 
on a RSA Global building since the 
signature of the fully financed leasing 
scheme two years ago, which at the 
time made RSA was the first to go 
solar in Dubai South.
 
Read more.

SirajPower (MESIA member) Goes Live With Solar Rooftop For 
Chemical Logistics Specialists, RSA-TALKE 

The PV industry roadmap - and 
related metrics of technology and 
bankability - are now being driven by 
leading module supplier, JinkoSolar, 
with others seeking to replicate 
Jinko’s product line options, trying 
to differentiate in markets that are 
receptive to low-cost alternatives, 
or focusing only on rooftop markets 
where volumes are lower and sales/
distribution efforts are more intensive.

Read more.

PV Industry Benchmarks For Module Technology And Bankability Are 
Driven By JinkoSolar (MESIA Member)

The Arab countries, both consumers and decision makers 
are working very hard  in adopting RE & energy efficiency 
(EE) in their energy policies, so the  public awareness , 
technology transfer  and  know how it very important 
to reach the energy map target of 10%-20% of the total 
energy demand from RE by 2030.

Register here.

ARAB RENEWABLE ENERGY CONGRESS – AREC 2019
27th - 29th August 2019
Crowne Plaza Amman, Jordan

https://www.wec24.org/24th-world-energy-congress
http://www.gulfindustryfair.com
http://www.mesia.com/2019/07/07/jinkosolar-commissioned-the-worlds-largest-solar-project-in-abu-dhabi/
http://www.mesia.com/2019/07/01/uae-sirajpower-goes-live-with-solar-rooftop-for-chemical-logistics-specialists-rsa-talke/
https://www.pv-tech.org/editors-blog/pv-industry-benchmarks-for-module-technology-and-bankability-are-driven-by
http://www.mesia.com/event/arab-renewable-energy-congress-arec-2019/
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Certificat of Honor for Marcelle Combrink

Pinsent Masons, an international law firm, 
announced that it has achieved a 7 per cent 
increase in revenues during the financial year 
2018-2019 (FY18/19), as part of its annual 
results.In 2018, Pinsent Masons also worked to 
convert 50 per cent of its global workspaces to 
fully agile and invested in developing an R&D 
function comprising of 50 legal technologists, 
analysts and engineers - leading to a 2.5 per 
cent increase in gross profit over last year, said 
a statement from the firm.

Read more.

Pinsent Masons (MESIA member) Posts 7pc Jump In H1 Revenues

Congratulations to Marcelle Combrink from Jubaili 
Bros Solar for being awarded as the Huawei 
FusionSolar “Sales Elite Award” during the VAP 
(Value Added Partner) channel meeting 2019 that 
took place at the SNEC Solar Show in Shanghai on 

June 6, We thank you for opening doors throughout 
the southern African region and for creating 
business opportunities. Your effort is recognized 
and appreciated.

https://www.dnvgl.com/energy/publications/podcast/index.html?
https://info.s-5.com/s-5-announces-success-story-winner-and-a-new-product
http://tradearabia.com/news/BANK_356611.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcelle-combrink-0b84b7124/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jubaili-bros-solar/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jubaili-bros-solar/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/huawei-fusionsolar/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/huawei-fusionsolar/about/
https://www.dnvgl.com/energy/publications/podcast/index.html?
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WHO’S WHO

What is your role at Siemens and how would you 
describe your job?
Having joined BASEC in June as Regional Technical 
Manager for the Middle East and Africa, I will be 
focused on providing technical support to cable 
manufacturers in the region, ensuring the testing 
and certification services they receive are suitable 
for their products and requirements. 
 
I would describe my job as exciting and challenging 
as no two days are the same! One moment I will be 
discussing which tests will be suitable for a customer’s 
requirements, the next I will be researching the latest 
developments in cable technology.

How did you start your journey in the solar industry? 
I have worked in the cable industry for over 13 years 
but had not worked in the solar industry before 
I joined BASEC. I began my career working as a 
Design Engineer for Elsewedy and have also worked 
for Alfanar and Nexans in various technical positions.
 

These roles provided me with opportunities to gain 
valuable experience across a range of countries 
throughout the Middle East. I am excited about the 
opportunity that my new role has provided me to 
work on projects within the Solar industry, as BASEC 
continues to increase its presence in the market. 
 

What is your most memorable moment in Solar? 
My most memorable moment in Solar so far has 
been meeting with a customer seeking approval of 
their cable products to IEC 62930: ed 1.0:2017, an 
international standard that is frequently specified 
for assessing the performance of electric cables for 
photovoltaic systems. 
 
While I am familiar with testing standards for low, 
medium and high-voltage cables, I learned that 
photovoltaic cables require an additional test to 
verify that they will operate at a higher temperature 
than other cables, for a defined period of time. 

Mr Akram Abdel Wahab
Regional Technical Manager
Basec
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NEW MEMBERS

GCL SYSTEM INTEGRATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
gclsi.com

GCL System Integration Technology Co. Ltd is part of 
the GOLDEN CONCORD Group (GCL), an international 
energy conglomerate specializing in clean and sustainable 
energy.The Group was founded in 1990 and now employs 
30,000 people worldwide with business footprints across 
31 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions of 
mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, as well as Africa, North 
America, Southeast Asia and Europe.

CORPORATE MEMBERS

TEK SOLAR 
teksolar.ae

TEK Solar LLC was established in Dubai in 2016 and was 
founded to start the construction of the Al Maktoum Solar 
park. TEK Solar is part of TEA TEK group that operates since 
2009 in the water sector, renewables energy and industrial 
automation. TEA TEK group bases its technical and trade 
know-how on the consolidated experience of its partners 
and collaborators among leading companies in the sectors in 
which it operates

https://www.gclsi.com
https://www.teksolar.ae
https://www.gclsi.com
https://www.teksolar.ae


CONTACT US
If you have a question or would like to speak to us about a project, please contact the relevant board 
member below. For urgent queries please contact micheline@mesia.com   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman         Abdul Aziz Al Midfa   
President         Ahmed Nada    
Vice-President         Alexandre Allegue     
Secretary General         Martine Mamlouk  
Finance, Governance And Government Relations Director Khawla Albloushi   
Marketing Director         Gurmeet Kaur      
Legal Director         Laura Capelin     
International Development Director      Vikas Bansal    

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Event Director       Micheline Thienpont  
Membership Manager      Karine Metivier    
Content and Report Manager     Dania Musallam

chairman@mesia.com
ahmed@mesia.com

alex@mesia.com 
martine@mesia.com 
khawla@mesia.com

gurmeet@mesia.com  
laura@mesia.com  
vikas@mesia.com  

micheline@mesia.com
karine@mesia.com
dania@mesia.com

mesia.com  

mailto:micheline@mesia.com
mailto:chairman@mesia.com
mailto:ahmed@mesia.com
mailto:james@mesia.com
mailto:wim@mesia.com
mailto:gurmeet@mesia.com
mailto:derek@mesia.com
mailto:karel@mesia.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/middle-east-solar-industry-association-mesia-/
https://twitter.com/MiddleEastSolar
https://www.facebook.com/MESIASOLAR/
http://mesia.com

